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Permitting Services

Applicant reviews activities 
requiring PSD permit 

(triggering mechanisms)A

Applicant requests pre-application 
consultation to review permit needs

B

No Permit Required
Exempt from PSD permit

 Other air quality permits may be 
required

Ecology, Applicant, and Federal 
Land Managers conduct Pre-

Application Conference to discuss 
information to be included in 
Applicant’s PSD application

Ecology reviews existing site 
meteorological data

Applicant may be required to 
conduct on-site meteorological 

monitoring1 
Y

ea
r

Not Available Available

Applicant conducts preliminary 
dispersion modeling to determine 

need (if any) for ambient air quality 
monitoring

Federal Land Managers and EPA
provide input pre-application 

consultation

D

Applicant submits preliminary 
dispersion modeling results to 

Ecology

Ecology issues decision on need 
for local ambient air quality 

monitoring

Needed Not Needed
Applicant may be required to 

conduct on-site ambient air quality 
monitoring

E

Applicant submits PSD application 
to EcologyF

Ecology reviews application for completeness and 
notifies US Fish and Wildlife and National Marine 
Fisheries that permit development is in progress.

30 D
ays

Complete Incomplete

Ecology issues 
Notification of 

Incompleteness

Ecology issues 
Notification of 
Completeness

Ecology issues Draft PSD Permit, 
and Technical Analysis Document 

and distributes for
public comment

60 D
ays

Ecology drafts legal notice, sends 
to applicant for publication

Applicant publishes legal 
notice in newspaper8 

D
ay

s

Ecology reviews public comments 
and determines need for public 

hearings

Applicant submits written 
comments to 

Draft PSD Permit 30
-4

5 
D

ay
s

Public and Federal Land 
Manager may submit written 

comments to 
Draft PSD Permit 

G

30-45 D
ays

 Hearings
Not Held

 Hearings
To Be Held

Ecology conducts public hearings Public and Agency testimony
G

G

Applicant testimony
G

Ecology issues 
decision on 

Final  PSD Permit

Approve
Permit
Denied

H

Ecology issues 
Final PSD Permit 

and Public Comment 
Responsiveness Summary

Public can appeal Final PSD 
Permit to Washington Pollution 
Control Hearing Board (PCHB)

Public can appeal Final PSD 
Permit to EPA Environmental 

Appeals Board (EAB)

30 D
ays

Applicant can appeal Final PSD 
Permit to Washington Pollution 
Control Hearing Board (PCHB)

Applicant can appeal Final PSD 
Permit to EPA Environmental 

Appeals Board (EAB)30
 D

ay
s

Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
Air Quality (PSD) Permit

C

G
oal is to issue final determ

ination w
ithin 120 D

ays after 
the public com

m
ent period is closed

30
 D

ay
s 

Applicant initiates 
the State 

Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA) 
process. Please 

note:  This process 
is conducted 

outside of the PSD 
process, but must 

be complete before 
permit issuance.

Applicant initiates 
Endangered Species Act 

(ESA) consultation with the 
Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA).  Please note:  
This process is conducted 

outside of the PSD process, 
but must be complete before 
permit issuance.  Please see 

page 10 of the document 
found through the hyperlink 

for details.
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Legend:       =Hyperlink         =Timeliness Target     =Progression               =Revision =Optional
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Washington State Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/psd/PSD_Info_Site.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/index.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_A.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_B.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_C.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_D.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_E.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_F.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_G.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_G.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_G.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_G.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/Links/Air_Quality_Prevention_of_Significant_Deterioration_LINK_H.pdf
http://www.ora.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/airhome.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/ppds_info/sepa_schematic_final.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/psd/PSD_PDFS/PSD_EPA_Final05.pdf
links/timeliness.htm#psd
links/timeliness.htm#psd
links/timeliness.htm#psd
links/timeliness.htm#psd
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